Perfected Love

I John 4:17-19
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J1 = The Judgment Seat of Christ 

Participants – Only Believers of the Church Age 

Place – In heaven.

The Time – after the rapture of the Church and during the tribulation on earth.
Purpose – To determine degree of reward and place of service in the Kingdom.
J2  = The Judgment of the Israel
Participants – Israelites on the earth at the return of Christ.
Place – On the earth 
Time – After the tribulation

Purpose – To determine who enters the kingdom and who

     goes to Hades.

J3 = The Judgment of the Gentiles

Participants – Gentiles on the earth at the return of Christ.

Place – On the earth 

Time – After the tribulation

Purpose – To determine who enters the kingdom and who

     goes to Hades. 

J4 = The Great White Throne Judgment

Participants – All Unbelievers of all time.

Place – In space.

Time – After the Millennium

Purpose – to determine the degree of punishment for their works.

Here, John is speaking of the J1 - The Judgment Seat of Christ.
I.  The Results of Love - 4:17
A. Have Been Perfected in Love

1 John 2:5

“But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God ﻿﻿is perfected ﻿﻿in him. By this we know that we are in Him”.
1 John 4:12

“No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us”.
Meaning: Love has reached its goal.

It is love that has reached its goal in us individually and among us corporately. The love of God saves us, but it is designed to do so much more through us.
Question: Are you a conduit or a reservoir? (Dead Sea)
B. We Have Boldness

Ἐν τούτῳ  “in this” stands first in the Greek clause. NKJV places it last because the editors saw it (properly) as referring to what follows.
The result of their love is “boldness” παρρησίαν. We have seen this word before:

1 John 2:28﻿﻿ 
“And now, little children, abide in Him, that ﻿﻿when He appears, we may have ﻿﻿confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”.
1 John 3:21﻿﻿
“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, ﻿﻿we have confidence toward God”. - Refers to confidence in prayer. (See v. 22)
Note: John is not talking about their eternal destiny.
Salvation is not the issue at this Judgment, or in this Epistle. That issue has already been settled - John 5:24 and Romans 8:31-34

But Christians will give an accounting of their lives before the Judgment of Christ - Romans 14:10-12; II Corinthians 5:10-11.

The Judgment Seat of Christ should not be thought of as simply some kind of awards ceremony.
After saying that we must all appear there in 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul says in verse 11, “﻿Knowing therefore, ﻿﻿the terror (φόβον)  of the Lord, we persuade men…”

In I Corinthians 3:11-14
“For no other foundation can anyone lay than ﻿﻿that which is laid, ﻿﻿which is Jesus Christ. ﻿Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, ﻿each one’s work will become clear; for the Day ﻿﻿will declare it, because ﻿﻿it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire”
Several things to note in that passage:

1. The outcome will be revealed by fire.

2. Works may be burned up.

3. The Christian will suffer loss.

4. Yet he will be saved so as through the fire.

Even though salvation is assured, reasonable Christians will share with the apostle Paul a realization of the terror of the Lord.
John seeing the Lord Jesus as God’s appointed Judge, “fell at His feet as dead” (Revelation 1:17)
Moses was as close to God as any man ever got. The writer to the Hebrews said,
“And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, ﻿﻿“I am exceedingly afraid and trembling” (12:21).
But we can triumph over it by abiding in love, v. 16.
The specific reason why one who “abides in love” can expect boldness at the Judgment Seat is because:

C. We Are As He Is 

John has told us twice that God is Love. So, the one loving is like God, even though he is in the world.

Not in everything – IN LOVING.
He is keeping God’s basic command,

Believe on Jesus

Love one another

This represents true likeness to Him.

Note: “As He is” - It refers to God, but may also refer to Jesus, who is the true God and eternal life (I John 5:20).
The Father has turned all judgment over to the Son. Yet we must all stand before God (Romans 14:12).
John’s use of the pronouns, “He” and “Him” in the ambiguous way is no doubt deliberate and also a way to acknowledge the full deity of Christ

II. The Description of Love - 4:18

A. There Is No Fear in Love
Fear and perfect love are incompatible.
“Fear” is in reference to: The Judgment Seat of Christ.
You may still have fear of snakes, a hot stove, or jumping out of planes!

But there is no fear of the Judgment Seat.
B. Perfected Love Casts Out Fear

Perfected love is love that has reached its goal of making us channels of love to one another. This experience casts out fear of the coming judgment.

The more you abide with Him, the better you know Him. Then when you meet Him at the judgment you are not meeting a stranger, but a friend.
C. Fear Has Torment

However, in the absence of this confidence, the disobedient Christian will experience God’s discipline, since the presence of fear involves torment, better translated “punishment”, which is intended to awaken the Christian to his need to correct his behavior.
Hebrews 12:11﻿
“Now no ﻿﻿chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields ﻿﻿the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it”.
Unpleasant as it is, like all Divine discipline it is a signal of God’s love for us and his desire to see us made perfect in love.

When the Christian responds to this discipline, it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 

III. The Source of Love - 4:19
A. We Love {Him}
There is a question about the word Him which is found in some texts.

Is John saying that “we love” or that “we love God”?

Both are true. But which is John saying?
It seems to me that, since the subject all through here is our loving one another, he simply means “we love” i.e. one another.

And the reason we do that is because He first loved us.

B. Because He First Loved Us

There could be no loving if God had not first loved us.

We could not love God nor could we love one another.
So for encouragement to love and the supreme example of love, we turn to the greatest act of love that the world, yea all creation has seen:

1. The Father gave His Son to be the Savior of the world.

2. The Son loved the Father and the world, you and me, enough to die in our place.
Certainly it is true that:

John 15:13
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends”.
Romans 5:6-8
“For when we were still without strength, in due time ﻿﻿Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But ﻿﻿God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”.
Conclusion:

